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Don't Wobble
In sitting just sit, in standing just stand; above all don't wobble.
I find it interesting that there are people who believe that theirs is the only opinion with any validity. The force of some of these people's opinions can have such a significant degree of verisimilitude (to appear to be true) that they themselves believe it is veracity. It is a closed-loop scenario. They seem to be so socially isolated that they confirm their own bias. How do we show these people their error? Befriend them? 
I suggest that some socially isolated people are victims of their own fabrication. Something went wrong somewhere and no-one was there to help out, so the victim was left to figure things out for themselves. The problem, as I see it, is that without all the important information to hand a perfectly feasible opinion can be reached that is absent of any consideration of others simply because no-one was around to be considered. It only takes a series of these opinions to become heuristics and we have a personality problem. A personality that is toxic to sensitive people.
Debate is anathema to them because any discussion on a subject that this person has formed an opinion on is likely to make this person uncomfortable; quite simply because even the idea that there is an error in their thinking will bring their self-belief crashing down and their carefully constructed safe-house of reasoning, their very existence, will be destroyed. This is a person who will go onto forums to search for comments that reinforce their opinion and try to close any discussion to the contrary. This is a person who is terrified of being wrong.
Initially, I thought, 'Who can reach this person?' and 'Who has the time?' I am not afraid of being wrong, only disgusted with myself because I know I have not applied myself to reason. It is the last sentence of the previous paragraph that gives me hope, 'This is a person who is terrified of being wrong.' I rather think that if this person realised that being wrong is normal and an excellent basis for understanding not only others, but also themselves, they would also discover that being wrong is a good position from which to consider something from a different perspective.
I have come across Further Education assignments wherein the content of an argument is less relevant than the thought process that precedes it. Some people will have a strong opinion on what the content should be and, because they eschew discussion, will attempt to stymie any debate or conversation, when the purpose of the assignment is to encourage students to practice debate and offer opinion in a considered and respectful manner.
How can we reveal to strongly opinionated people that they have not seen the whole picture? 
I wish I knew. But that reveals me to be less than I would like to be or even believed myself to be. I am not inclined to spend enough time considering the problem to validate any opinion I may have. I shall have to shelve it for a while. I won't abandon my thoughts on this, though.
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